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(Article by Pepper Mills, Reporter 

at Large) 

 

This month we are pleased to 

feature fellow BAM! Member 

Daniel Rodriguez and his 2021 

Mustang.  Daniel lives in Wesley 

Chapel and has worked at 

Walmart for the last two 

years as an 

overnight 

stocker.  

His goal is to 

go into a trade, once 

he has decided on one.  (Wonder 

if Ford is hiring for test drivers? 

What, that isnôt a trade? Opps. - 

Pepper)  Danielôs favorite 

hobbies are car shows, car meets, 

video games, and playing softball. 

Daniel has loved Mustangs since 
he was little.  He first heard about 

BAM! through a Facebook 
posting on the Parks Ford 

Facebook page.  Now, BAM! is 
Danielôs first Mustang Club, and 
he is already making a difference.  

Shortly after joining BAM! 
Daniel was made aware that we 
needed volunteers so he joined 

the Board of Directors and is 
currently serving as our 

Facebook 

Director. 

 

 

This 
is 

Danielôs 
first Mustang.  

He purchased it on 

September 17th, 2021.  It wasnôt 
what he was originally looking 
for, he had originally ordered a 

Mustang in Carbonized Grey, but 
about two weeks after he ordered 
the Grey color, a beautiful Iconic 

Silver Mustang came off a truck 
in front of him, and it was love at 
first sight.  (Continued on page 4) 
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I love spring cleaning.  Every year 
I find something Iôve lost.  This 

year it just happened to be my 

mind ... 
- Ida Sage, Staff Philosopher 
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From the Newsroom ... 

By the Editor 

Happy April Everyone! 
 
My Easter wish is to have 
members who reach out to me 
because they want to be featured 
on the front of an upcoming 
newsletter.  So make my wish 
come true and let me hear from 
you! 
 
We are starting to get some help 
with the running of the club and 
we are grateful for those members 

who have offered to help us out.  
Hopefully, our Board of Directors 
will be growing soon.  Not 
everyone has time to attend Board 
meetings, but helping hands é 
well é they help!  So if you 
attend our Gatherings and can 
help there, let us know.   
 
As you are reading through the 
news, if you run across interesting 
Ford or Mustang news, let me 
know so that it can be shared here. 

 
Also, make sure you have ñNice 
Rideò cars so that you can put 
them on any Mustang that you see 
and really like.  This aids in our 
Membership Drive.  Speaking of 
which, we want to thank Cliff 
Johannsen, who brought in three 
new memberships and has won a 
new BAM! T-Shirt.  
Congratulations Cliff.   
 
Now start reading ... 

At my age, I can hide my own Easter eggs, wait an hour,  

then have no idea where I put them.  Happy Egg Hunt to me! 

- Rusty Sparks, Staff Mechanic 

2023 Membership Drive 
 

How would you like a membership perk while helping to grow 

our BAM! membership?  Yes, we thought youôd like the 

idea.  By bringing in new members, here are some of the perks 

now available: 

 

1 New Membership Gift Card for one free pretzel  appetizer  

 at Fordôs Garage! (or equivalent gift) 

 

3 New Memberships Your choice of one BAM! Hat or one  

 BAM! T-Shirt 

 

5 New Memberships One free BAM! membership renewal! 

 

New members just need to list your name on the member-
ship application, as the person that told them about the club, 
and youôll get credit toward this membership drive. So invite 
your friends and fellow Mustang Enthusiasts. Another way to 
grow our membership is through use of our ñNice Ride!ò cards. 
You can pick some up at our next event. Keep them in your 
pocket, and when you see a nice Mustang, leave this card on their 
window é But remember to write your name on the card! 
 

Will you be the one with bragging rights this year? 
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A Ponyôs 

Tale 

(Continued from Page 1) 

So he bought it brand new and é literallyé right off the truck.  It 

is a 2021 Mustang Ecoboost in Iconic Silver.  2.3L turbocharged 

Inline 4 with a 10 speed auto transmission.  Daniel estimates it has 

290-310 WHP.  

Daniel has named his Mustang ñMoney Pitò.  He calls her that 

because of the amount of money he has put into her é and planning 

to put into her.  Here is the list of planned modifications: Airraid 

intake tube with K&N drop in filter, CVF Street Intercooler, CVF 

charge pipes with the turbosmart raceport blow off valve, MBRP 

street catback exhaust, UPR dual valve catch can, and an 

aftermarket Performance pack spoiler.   

Still out in the future, Daniel also plans on upgrading the turbo, 

downpipe, and getting a custom tune.  Then he will be off to local 

and national shows. 

Daniel has already won six awards so far, and plans to win many, 

many more in the future.  Ask Daniel what he loves about his 
Mustang and heôll grin and say it is the looks, the power, and the 
attention it gets.  Oh yes, another Mustang Enthusiast is born! 
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WHY CHOOSE 
BAM? 
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ÈÚÒɯÍÖÙȳ 
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ÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ! ,ȵ 

From the Driverôs Seat... 
 

The month of April can be a very busy month for most of us and it 
can mean different things to some. Itôs the start of Spring and the 
blooming of our gardens, for others itôs Easter with the family, and 
for many itôs Spring cleaning time.  If youôre in Accounting or a 
CPA, itôs all about taxes and long hours.  Then again for most of us 
Mustang enthusiasts itôs about celebrating the National Mustang Day 
(April 17th); the birthdate of the Ford Mustang.  For me, Iôll be 
celebrating Melindaôs birthday and being a good husband by going 
camping or taking her out to a nice restaurant é maybe both.   
 

If you didnôt attend our BAM! Gathering on Thursday, March 2nd 
you missed out on some good food from Fordôs Garage and a great 
Gathering.  We had a lot of fun playing Bingo, we saw slides of past 
events, and we had a great raffle and 50/50 drawing.  Our guest 
speaker was the Honorable Frank Morales (thatôs me!).  I spoke and 
presented slides of specialty vehicles that went through the 
Kissimmee Mecum Auction.   I also spoke about Mustang Club of 
America (MCA) and the benefits of being a member.  It was a great 
presentation ... 
 

As requested by a number of members, we have looked into another 
facility to have our Gatherings.  The sun that shines on the patio at 
Ford's Garage, particularly during the summer, can be quite 
unbearable, and Ford's Garage management is unable to give us a 
date on when the shades will be in working condition.  We also have 
limited parking space for our classic or show Mustangs.  This is 
something that the Board has been working on and we have selected 
Walk-On's Sports Bar, at 25372 Sierra Center Blvd., Lutz, FL 33559 
for our next Gatherings.  This restaurant is just a couple of doors 
down from Ford's Garage.  It also provides ample room for 
parking.  As of right now, we are planning to start meeting there for 
our April Gathering.  Also, we are moving the time of our 
Gatherings from 7pm to 6:30pm.  Please note that our April 
Gathering will not be at Ford's Garage.  As for upcoming events, on 
Saturday, April 8th we have the Parks Ford Rise & Shine Car Meet 
from 9:00 - 11:00 am.  Parks Ford is one of BAM!ôs awesome 
sponsors and we want to make sure we have a good presence at this 
event.  I encourage all of you to attend, it doesnôt take a lot of time 
and itôs fun.  We will have a membership booth to recruit members.  
Parks Ford has been doing the Rise & Shine Car Meet on the second 
Saturday of every month.  Remember this event is open to all makes 
and models.  So, invite your friends and lets have some fun.  Hope to 
see you there.  Talking about upcoming events, Jerry May and Cliff 
Johannsen are working on some fun cruises.  In addition to planning 
some day cruises, they are also checking to see if members would be 
interested in doing overnighters.  One idea is doing a two night 
cruise to Birmingham, Alabama sometime in June of this year.   We 
would also be going to see the Mustang Museum of America in 
Odenville, AL and Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum.  Another 
activity is to join the Great Pony Drive for members that have the 
time to make this trip.  If you are interested please let Jerry and Cliff 
know.  Anyway, I would like to thank Jerry and Cliff for taking the 
initiative to help with BAM! activities.   (Continued on Page 6) 
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From the Driverôs Seat... 
 

(Continued from Page 5)   
On another subject, I received a call from Shane Norsworthy, General 
Sales Manager at Parks Ford, that several members have asked him about the Dark Horse Mustang that is 
scheduled to be released in 2024.  Shane has informed me that Parks Ford has been allocated nine (9) Dark 
Horse Mustangs from Ford.  So, if you are interested, please contact Shane at 813-907-7800 or you can 
send him an email at snorsworthy@fordofwesleychapel.com.  Already we have had two members added to 
the list, so there seems to be a lot of interest from our members.  If interested, make sure you get your name 
on his list ASAP and let him know you are a BAM! member. 
 

In closing, if you are interested, have the time, and would like to volunteer to help BAM, please let me 
know.  We need your help and support to continue BAMôs success.  I also want to thank Melinda Morales, 
our first lady, for all the work she is doing for BAM!  She is currently our Treasurer, she is doing the 
monthly Newsletter, our event fliers, purchasing items for the raffle, coordinating the raffle, selling 50/50 
tickets, handling club items, and coordinating our car show planning.  Thanks Melinda, for all you do for 
BAM! Iôm sure all our members appreciate your hard work, but we do need to get additional help to relieve 
some of these duties off Melindaôs plate.  Iôve been encouraged recently with the BAM! members who have 
offered to help.  We have Angela Marcano as our Club Photographer, Jerry May as our Sargent at Arms, and 
we have had recent interest from Beverly and Jim Warshel, Cliff Johannsen, Deb Brannon and Tracy 
Gaschler.  It is good to have this support from BAM! members.  Thank you!  I would like to encourage all 
of you to attend our next BAM! gatherings or activities to show your support for BAM! Please remember, if 
you have any questions or suggestions let a BAM! Board Member know as soon as possible.  See you all 
Thursday, April 6th at Walk-Onôs Sports Bar at 6:30 pm for our monthly Gathering.  
 

 

Frank Morales, President, Bay Area Mustangs (BAM!) 
You can contact me at: fmorapres@aol.com 

Beautiful BAM! Club T-Shirts are 
available on-line. 

It is as easy as 1-2-3!  When you are ready 
to order just: 

1. Go to Dawnôs website. 

2. Order and pay for your items.  You pick 
the size and color. 

3. Items can be shipped or picked up. 

Support your Club é Get your BAM! Apparel 

Items: 

T-Shirts with Logo = $15. 

Dickies Work Shirt = $35. 

Vintage Hat with Logo = $15. 

Trucker Hat with Logo = $20 

Go to our BAM! websiteôs  Links page and 
click on the link for Dawnôs Embroidery, or 
go directly to Dawnsembroidery.com and 
click on the BAM! Logo to see whatôs in 

mailto:snorsworthy@fordofwesleychapel.com
mailto:frank@bayareamustangs.com
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-ÌÞÚɯ ÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÛɯȭȭȭ 

Creating the 2024 
Mustang, Ford pulled a 
gutsy and potentially 
historic move. The 
seventh-generation 
Mustang is likely the last 
for the gas-snorting pony 
car, but the fact it's 
purely gas-snorting at all 
is something of a 
surprise. Chevrolet is 
rumored to be sunsetting 
the Camaro as we know 
it ahead of an electric 
replacement in 2024; 
Dodge has confirmed its 
Challenger and Charger 
will around the same 
time offer electric propulsion. A passion project in the truest sense, the 2024 Mustang team needed to 
justify its rationale for an internal-combustion muscle car at every turn, even with management ultimately 
supporting its moves. After all, Ford is in the throes of embracing electric trucks and SUVs. 

Mustang enthusiastsðwho've purchased about 10 million of the cars since production began in 1964ð
should rejoice in the fact Ford is even doing this at a time when its primary competitors are exiting the gas
-powered muscle car segment and sales of coupes and convertibles continue to decline generally while 
cars (not SUVs and trucks) themselves are becoming an endangered species boxed out by ever-more-
popular high-riding vehicles. Think about it: The Mustang, even today, is the only car Ford sells in North 
America. The Mustang Mach-E, an electric crossover, already outsells the traditional Mustang coupe. 
 
Executive chairman Bill Ford said he knows the last internal combustion, stick shift Mustang will roll off 
the line in Flat Rock, Michigan, in his lifetime, and he will have a tear in his eyeðbut we're not there yet. 
Regardless of what the future holds, the 2024 Ford Mustang, revealed in Detroit on September 14 at the 
2022 North American International Auto Show, is a commitment to many more years of traditional pony 
car sales. There will still be a '23 model year for the existing model with orders to open soon. And then 
the new-for-2024 car rides in, a de facto victory lap for the breed with its taut new looks, modern interior, 
electronic drift brake, and the ability to rev the engine with your key fob. 

         (Continued on next page) 

By Alisa Priddle (writer, Andres Trahan (Photographer), Sep. 15, 2023  (www.motortrend.com) 

ƖƔƖƘɯ%ÖÙËɯ,ÜÚÛÈÕÎɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯ+ÖÖÒȯɯ/ÏÖÛÖÚɯÈÕËɯ%ÜÓÓɯ
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%ÖÙËɯÛÏÐÕÒÚɯÐÛÚɯ,ÜÚÛÈÕÎɯÏÈÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÎÈÚɯÍÌËɯ×ÙÈÕÊÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÖɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÈÒÌÚɯÖÝÌÙȭ 

https://www.motortrend.com/cars/ford/mustang/
https://www.motortrend.com/news/chevrolet-camaro-discontinued-ev-sedan-rumor/
https://www.motortrend.com/news/chevrolet-camaro-discontinued-ev-sedan-rumor/
https://www.motortrend.com/news/dodge-challenger-charger-dead-2024-ev-coming-soon/
https://www.motortrend.com/news/what-happened-to-the-new-ford-mustangs-hybrid-awd-options/
https://www.motortrend.com/cars/ford/mustang-mach-e/
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-ÌÞÚɯ ÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÛɯȭȭȭ 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

ςπςτ &ÏÒÄ -ÕÓÔÁÎÇ !ÎÄ '4 3ÔÉÌÌ /ÆÆÅÒÅÄ 
!Ó #ÏÕÐÅ /Ò #ÏÎÖÅÒÔÉÂÌÅ 
 
When the 2024 Ford Mustang goes on sale early 
next summer, consumers will still be able to choose 
between a coupe and a convertible, and between a 
base model with an EcoBoost four-cylinder or a 
more powerful GT with a V-8 that also comes with a 
manual transmission. Over a lengthy life cycle, we 
expect to see a rollout of heritage names such as 
Boss, Bullitt, and Mach 1. "There is certainly some 
space within this platform architecture and 
powertrains to do some more," Mustang chief nameplate engineer Ed Krenz says. 
 
The new S650 platform is a modified version of the existing S550, and there are a few carryover pieces 
such as the roof, A-pillar, and rear glass. Notions of a Mustang hybrid or adding all-wheel drive were 
dropped. Ford's designers carefully honed the styling, which is as evolutionary as the new S650 bones 
are. The result is instantly recognizable as a Mustang and checks all the right boxes with its long hood, 
short rear decklid, and tapering roof. Although the four- and eight-cylinder engines are similar to today's, 
they're both nearly all-new; Ford is essentially building a better mousetrap here, adding some cool party 
tricks, more tech, and over-the-air updates made possible with its new electrical architecture. Let's stick a 
hoof in, shall we? 

 
3ÔÙÌÉÎÇ 4ÈÅ 0ÏÎÙ #ÁÒ 
 
Early designs were tossed aside in favor of a bolder look with muscular fenders, a lower beltline, and 
sexier tautness. "It looks like a fist in the wind going down the road," said global design director Joel 
Piaskowski. 
 
Whereas the sixth-gen Mustang went more international, the seventh generation harkens back to its 
American roots to provide a modern interpretation of a classic. That means new tri-bar, LED-accented 
headlights to match the taillights and dramatic rear angles that undercut and act like a spoiler, making the 
car look wider even though the proportions are largely unchanged. 
 
For the first time, the Mustang EcoBoost wears entirely unique front styling compared to the GT. The 
changes go beyond distinct grille inserts. The lower outboard grille openings, which are fake on the 
regular Mustang, are larger on the GT with one side blocked off for aero and the other fully functional. 
Air also flows out through the GT's high-gloss-black hood extractor. 
The roofline was crafted to ensure drivers can get in and out without removing their helmet at the track. 
The convertible has an insulated fabric roof with a single-handle latch and a one-touch button to open and 
close it. 
         (Continued on next page) 

By Alisa Priddle (writer, Andres Trahan (Photographer), Sep. 15, 2023  (www.motortrend.com) 

https://www.motortrend.com/news/2023-ford-mustang-s650-hybrid-awd-canceled-rumor/
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-ÌÞÚɯ ÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÛɯȭȭȭ 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

There are two new paint colors among the 11 
offered: Yellow Splash and Vapor Blue, as well 
as new colors for stripes, Brembo brake calipers, 
and seat belts. A number of appearance packages 
allow for further customization of the look. 
Wheels range in size from standard 17-inch to 19
-inch on the GT, with optional 20-inchers. 
 

$ÒÁÍÁÔÉÃ .Å× -ÕÓÔÁÎÇ )ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ 
 
Interior design manager Ricardo Garcia says it 
was time to shake up the interior, and he created 

full-scale foam bucks to elicit customer feedback on the ideas burbling up from the team, which, during a 
three-year period, evolved into the new, more open cockpit. 
 
The new flat-bottom steering wheel is standard across all trims and is heftier; it's a joy to hold. The Sync4
-powered infotainment system has fewer physical buttons because more functions are controlled via the 
screen. And about those screens: They're a real departure for Mustang, with a 12.4-inch display directly 
in front of the driver and 13.2-inch center screen angled toward the driver, both under a single pane of 
glass in most trims. Graphics are crisp and plentiful, and they change with the drive mode selected. They 
are also highly customizable and nostalgicðdig into the menu for the Fox Body (late '80s-, early '90s-era 
Mustang) faux analog dials and roll down memory lane. 
 
Finally, there is media storage with a flat wireless charging pad, USB ports, and an angled slot for a 
phone. The upgraded seats come in cloth or synthetic or real leather, and the cabin has laser-grained trim 
that replicates carbon fiber. The top-end sound system is Bang & Olufsen, and the Mustang is Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto compatible, with Amazon Alexa built in for voice commands. 
 

5ÐÄÁÔÉÎÇ -ÕÓÔÁÎÇ 0Ï×ÅÒÔÒÁÉÎÓ 
 
The base 2.3-liter EcoBoost turbocharged I-4 is 
updated to reduce emissions and increase fuel 
efficiency. We don't have specs yet, but engineers 
tell us the power will not drop, which means it 
should continue to push out at least 310 hp and 350 
lb-ft of torque. This fourth-generation powerplant is 
known as an MPC (Modular Power Cylinder) engine 
and makes its debut on the Mustang. There is also a 
2.0-liter MPC that will power the 2023 Lincoln 
Corsair and the 2023 Ford Escape. 
       
          (Continued on next page) 

By Alisa Priddle (writer, Andres Trahan (Photographer), Sep. 15, 2023  (www.motortrend.com) 

https://www.motortrend.com/news/2023-lincoln-corsair-first-look-review/
https://www.motortrend.com/news/2023-lincoln-corsair-first-look-review/
https://www.motortrend.com/cars/lincoln/corsair/2023/
https://www.motortrend.com/cars/lincoln/corsair/2023/
https://www.motortrend.com/cars/ford/escape/2022/
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-ÌÞÚɯ ÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÛɯȭȭȭ 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

The 5.0-liter Coyote V-8 engine is on its 
fourth upgrade and is also found in the 2022 
Ford F-150 pickup with cylinder 
deactivation capability for better fuel 
economy. Engineers did not want that fuel-
saving system for the Mustang because it 
makes the engine too tall, compromising 
packaging and hood height, and it reduces 
the engine redline. For the Mustang, the 
upgraded V-8 has a new steel oil pan and a 
dual air-intake box. The twin throttle-body 
cold-air intake will allow twice the airflow 
to create the most powerful GT to date. That 
means it exceeds the today's 450 hp and 420 

lb-ft. The car still has active exhaust with the Mustang's signature sound but adds a quiet mode to keep 
your neighbors happy. GT customers get a Getrag six-speed manual transmission with rev matching, or 
they can opt for the improved 10-speed automatic. 
 
Larger brake rotors and calipers are included, too. Engineers say the steering is markedly more precise 
with a new rack and quicker steering ratio, while the excellent MagneRide electronic adaptive shocks 
have been tuned for the new car and will be available with a performance package. Optional performance 
packs are available for both the Mustang GT and EcoBoost models for more fun at the track. And the new 
Mustang has the Ford Co-Pilot360 suite of driver assist safety features. 
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There are a couple unique features to delight buyers, starting with the new electronic drift brake 
developed with the help of professional drifter Vaughn Gittin Jr. It normally behaves like a regular 
electric parking brake until you activate the "drift brake" button in Track mode, which turns traction off 
(you can choose traction off or advanced traction off). Then pulling on this brake causes the ABS module 
to hydraulically actuate the rear brakes only, in 
proportion to brake-handle motion. Gittin insisted 
it provide an instant and effortless locking, and 
the hydraulic actuation is vastly quicker than the 
electric motor that locks the separate parking-
brake caliper. The drift brake comes with the 
Performance pack on all Mustang models. Easter 
egg: The Track apps icon is the Grattan Raceway 
track in Michigan where a lot of the engineering 
work was done. 
      
   (Continued on next page) 
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Another new feature: The key fob not only starts the carðit can rev it. A party trick for teenagers and 
those who still think they are teenagers, it is only available with the automatic transmission (to which 
engine stop/start is limited). 
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Ford sees continued life in the sports car segment and likes the idea of having a monopoly when the 
competition exits. As mentioned, Dodge will stop making the present versions of the gas-powered 
Charger and Challenger in 2023 (though we've heard the next versions won't only be electric), and the 
existing Chevrolet Camaro only has a few years left. 

"Doing this car at this time is a victory in itself," Krenz says. "As others are saying goodbye, we're saying 
hello." 
 
The Mustang makes it possible for an EV like the Mach-E to exist, Krenz adds. The Mach-E will carry 
the volume torch going forward, but in the end, it makes it possible for the pony car to continue to service 
enthusiasts. The engineer personally hopes the Mustang silhouette continues to existðpropulsion 
agnostic. 
 
We don't know what to expect for an eighth-generation Mustangðperhaps it will be a pure EV, so the 
seventh gen is likely the last chance for fans to kick it back old school. The latest Ford Mustang is 
expected to have a long lifespan. It should be many years before Bill Ford has to wipe away that tear. 

By Alisa Priddle (writer, Andres Trahan (Photographer), Sep. 15, 2023  (www.motortrend.com) 
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Every month our Gatherings just keep 
getting better.  In this Edition we look 
back and spotlight the first quarter of 
2023 with our Gatherings for January, February and March. 
Enjoy! 

Jan 5, 

2023 

BAM!  

Gathering 

Our January Gathering! 
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And the Winners Are .. . 


